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Guild Festival and AGM - report July 2025

Thank you to everyone who attended the Guild Festival and AGM day, it was
our highest attendance for at least 25 years with over 80 people at the meeting
itself and many more people who joined for just part of the day. We had
attendees from every district, and visitors from outside the Guild, as well as
members of the public who came to view the History exhibition.

As we had more than the required quorum of 50 members in attendance we
were able to hold the Special General Meeting as well as the AGM, and we
were all very pleased that both meetings took less than 45 minutes to
complete.

The full minutes of the meeting are available on the Guild website
https://hdgb.org/guild-agm-2025/, but here is a summary of the most
important changes:

e Ann Bennett of Welshpool and Paul Lewis of Pontesbury were both elected as Freemen of the Guild.
e We have increased the number of representatives we will send to the Central Council from two to our full
complement of four.
e Rule 16a was changed to read as follows: the notice required from ‘by 30th September in the preceding year’
to ‘not less than 90 days prior to the Annual General Meeting’.
o The Special General meeting agreed changes to rules 16 (b), 13 (c), 13 (d), 13 (e) and 14 (g) — the result of
this is that
(i) Members will be able to choose to pay their subscriptions either online through Membermojo or by
traditional methods to their District Treasurer
(ii) Ex-members who wish to rejoin the Guild will no longer be required to pay 1-year’s arrears in addition to
the current year’s subscription
The full revised guild rules can be found on the website at https://hdgb.org/rules-of-the-guild/

Changes to Membermojo

Firstly — thank you to everyone who has registered on membermojo since the launch — an amazing 97.6% of
members have signed up — that’s brilliant @

Subscriptions - The facility to pay your 2026 subscription through membermojo has now been added, and any new
members applying for membership in 2025 will be able to pay their first subscription online if they choose.

Tower Captains and Tower Correspondents - To help make compiling the next annual report simpler and more
accurate, we can now record who is the Tower Captain and Tower Correspondent for each tower.

If you are a Tower Captain or Correspondent, please log in to Membermojo, go to ‘Your Membership’ and click on
‘Edit’ to update your personal record to show the tower(s) you are responsible for.

We have also added useful information regarding safeguarding training requirements, based upon the roles you hold.
Guild and District officers should also now revisit their membership page to check if there is any information they
need to update.


https://www.hdgb.org/
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Safeguarding

Thank you for those of you who have made contact with me, | hope you have found my advice useful. | thought it
would be good to share with everyone information around DBSs and safeguarding training.

The Church of England has 3 online training courses, these are:

e Basic Awareness
e Foundation
e Domestic Abuse

All ringers are expected to carry out the ‘Basic Awareness’ course. It gives you signs to look out for and what to do if
you suspect someone may be at risk of, or suffering from abuse, or if someone discloses something to you. So why do
all ringers need to do it? Well, if a loved one of yours was suffering from abuse, would you want those around them
to know what to do and take action? | know | certainly would, and that’s the reason why it is so important for
everyone to complete it. It helps us to look after each other. It doesn’t take long, and you only need to refresh your
training every 3 years.

Tower captains, deputies, and those teaching bell-handling will need to complete all 3 courses. This is because you
are the ones in charge of a practice, or looking after learners, and therefore likely to be the ones your band will come
to with concerns, and you need to know what your roles and responsibilities are.

| have been given permission from the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer, Carl Steventon, to give face to face training for
the Basic Awareness and Foundation courses. So if there is a band of ringers or a number of ringers in a district who
maybe would prefer this training compared with online | am happy to deliver this for you. Please do get in touch if
this is something you might be interested in.

If you are a tower captain, often voted in by the bellringers or in some cases, just given the role. Please can | ask that
you make contact with your incumbents, church wardens and Parish Safeguarding Officer? It is the responsibility of
the PCC to ensure that DBSs are complete for tower captains and ringing masters. It is surprising how many PCCs
don’t realise there has been a change of personnel in the tower.

Your DBS needs re-doing every 3 years, so if you are responsible for the ringing and teaching in your tower and you
haven’t got an in-date DBS, please speak to your PCC.

If you have any further questions, please do make contact.
Jason Walker, HDGB Safeguarding Lead

Online training can be found at https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/course/view.php?id=510

Mordiford Bells are restored

We're delighted to report that Mordiford bells have now been rehung, and a very happy
group of villagers, bellringers and friends gathered on 30th June when the bells were rung in
celebration of their return and sympathetic restoration, and to celebrate Roger Moss' 82nd
birthday. Many ringers throughout the Guild will know Roger and it is largely because of his
determination and generosity that the work on the project has been completed.

| thoroughly enjoyed ringing on the historic bells which go very well and sound just right for
their Herefordshire village location, it really is a job well done.

Funds are still needed for the restoration, please consider giving a donation through the
parish just giving page at ttps://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/mordiford-holy-rood-mordiford/


https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/course/view.php?id=510
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80" Anniversary of Victories in Europe and Japan

Well done to everyone who took part in celebration ringing for the 80" Anniversary of 80
VE Day. Bellboard recorded 54 performances within the Guild linked to the celebrations.

The ringing was much appreciated by our communities and we have another chance to

build links by ringing for the 80* Anniversary of VJ Day on 15" August.

Don't forget to record your ringing performance on Bellboard, you can also write about
your experiences for the Guild website or the next newsletter, or your parish magazine.

John Maclean celebrates 80 years as a bellringer

John Maclean, tower captain of Coalbrookdale, was featured in the Shropshire Star on 8" May 2025, having achieved
an incredible 80 years as a ringer, and ringing to celebrate both the original VE Day in 1945 and the 80" anniversary
in 2025 on the same bell at Coalbrookdale tower.

John was just 10 when he rang in 1945, and is still very active as a ringer and in church life today. He had been
planning to make the (134 mile round trip) journey to the AGM in Ross this year, but a change in circumstances and
other church committments meant that he could not make it.

Thank you John, for your huge lifetime committment to bellringing, you are amazing.

140 Anniversary of the HDGB

Dates for your diary in 2026

Guild Festival and AGM in Hereford — Saturday 9" May 2026 Be”

140" Anniversary Celebration Dinner at College Hall - Friday 12'" June 2026 RI ngers
These are just the first of the celebration dates to be announced, more details and Celebrating 140 years
events will follow. 1886-2026

Would you be willing to join a group to plan and/or organise the celebrations, or do you just have a few ideas you
would like to share? Please contact Fran quild secretary@hdgb.org with any thoughts.

Peal fees

All conductors/ arrangers of peals can now pay all peal fees and Non-residents members fee online. If you still have
an account in credit with the Guild you can still use this until you run out of funds. If you want to know if you are in
credit, please email me.

If you are an infrequent conductor, | can send you an online invoice to pay after the peal has been rung or if you are
having a peal week or ring lots of peals, | can invoice you after the peals or monthly if you prefer.

Any queries, please contact me by email - pealrecorder@hdgb.org

Andrew Watkins, Peal Recorder


mailto:guild_secretary@hdgb.org
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Fundraising
The Guild signed up to Easyfundraising at the end of
£ easyfundraising D gl Mhioso April, and so far with just 16 supporters we have
£190.09 has o e L already raised £190.09.
been raised so far M&S I soinu It really is very simple —
this year for = why not join today?
Hereford Diocesan Guild Of -
Bellringers il B8 e
and 8,000+ online brands...

Sign up today and make a difference!

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-
1/?char=384331&invite=gi3h50&referral-
campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral N

Do you prefer to use Give as you | BEEEEREEE ) Sheimatie Oe 3 You e i
chosen charif 0 X 0 n: rus!

Live? We’'re registered with X e —

[

fc;\.im too! Scan the QR code to M&S |seekncon] @bz | 12N | ZB | 2espec | wainine saisourys

joi

Increasing the Guild funds will allow us to plan celebrations for our anniversary; increase the range of help and
support we can give to our members; and to develop a programme to educate the wider public and train new
bellringers to keep our wonderful heritage alive.

. XCOp
Central Council Resources E E E B R TINA E%E 5
e\ VI
The 2025 Central Council AGM weekend takes place in \ 7 .
Yorkshire from Friday 5th to Sunday 7th September 2025 and 5 h EFﬁ E] d e Y DrkE h Ire
this year includes a roadshow on the Sunday, supported by trades and exhibitors, speakers and ringing opportunities.

Booking is now available at https://events.cccbr.org.uk/

The Central Council is the largest publisher of ringing books, all of which can be found in the Shop on their website.
The Council also publishes easy access eBooks for reading online and on mobile devices. These make use of the
online format to includes links to other content, videos and other resources.

Calling it Round — Bryn Reinstadler, 2021

This eBook is aimed at any ringer who would like to get more experience at calling and conducting, there is a
particular emphasis on being able to call from any bell in order to get away from the perception that calling and
conducting is the preserve of those who ring heavier bells.

With simple exercises, and advice for those who may think they won’t be heard, this book is really useful for building
your personal confidence to have a go at calling. Too often we rely on the same people to conduct week in/week out
because we are worried about getting it wrong — give calling a try, what'’s the worst that can happen?


https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=384331&invite=gi3h50&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=384331&invite=gi3h50&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=384331&invite=gi3h50&referral-campaign=c2s&utm_campaign=web-referral
https://callingitround.cccbr.org.uk/
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Recruitment

We recently sent out a very short questionnaire through Membermojo (to those ringers who had indicated that they
were happy to be contacted directly) to ask for members help in planning how we can work together to increase
recruitment. Thank you to all who responded.

If you didn’t receive the email, or haven’t had time to respond, we still welcome responses — we really do want to
hear what you think. To complete the questionnaire please go to https://forms.gle/zVH1npQKUMSiaKZ78

Thoughts on learning to ring from a new recruit

| started bell ringing without any preconceptions. | can hear the bells from my garden and | was musing on how long
the bells have been rung, in some form, at the church and how great it is that people still keep it going. A well-timed
advert for new bell ringers in the parish magazine and | thought I'd give it a go.

About 2 months later and I've just completed level 1 bell handling. It's been more challenging and more involved
than | would have guessed, and | think that makes it all the more rewarding and addictive. Watching experienced
bell ringers makes it look easy; a lovely smooth, relaxed flow, but discovering the intricacies and nuances is
fascinating, even if putting them into practice is a work in progress.

As with almost everything it’s people that are key. | really appreciate my teachers (Kris and Jason mainly but several
others have also helped) and their tremendous patience with me as | flounder about on the end of the rope. I'm sure
there must be hairy moments as a teacher sometimes, but they’ve never shown that or been anything other than
supportive, encouraging and of course knowledgeable. Equally all the other ringers have been very welcoming and
tolerant with someone new and that’s been great and made it a really pleasant experience.

Am | pleased that | started? Yes, it's been great to begin to develop a new skill, to gain a greater understanding of
bell ringing and to discover a new community that | had no real knowledge of prior to this. | look forward to
continuing my journey and hopefully playing a small part in keeping the practice going.

Giles, Wellington

Mini-Ring Recruitment Event 16" August 2025

The Charmborough mini ring will be outside the west door of Hereford Cathedral for
a recruitment event in the town. Although the event is taking place in Hereford we
expect to see members of the public from all over the Guild (and surrounding areas)
and will be encouraging them to have a try on the mini-ring and signposting them to
places near to them where they can learn to ring. If you are willing to train recruits in
your tower and have not yet completed the questionnaire (above) please contact
Fran (07702 799082, or bells@hdgb.org) so that we can pass on as many enquiries as

possible.

Jason Walker will be the responsible person on the day, and is organising a rota of L
volunteers, if you'd like to get involved, or would just like an opportunity to ring on The Charmborough Ring please
contact Jason (safeguarding@hdgb.org)


mailto:bells@hdgb.org
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From the Education Officer

Quarter peals — just for special occasions?

Quite often a quarter peal is arranged for a specific reason: a special occasion/service; as part of a Guild/ National
festival; a thank you or tribute to a specific individual/group; or to ensure a full band of ringers to ring at a tower for a
Sunday service or for a tower that may not have its own ringers.

Quarter peals are arranged by groups of ringers who want to try ringing new and different methods or to “grab” a
tower without the administrative task of organising a full outing.

Since learning to ring | have benefited from ringing quarter peals and peals to improve my understanding of
methods, my ability to learn methods, improve my technique and concentration and learning nowadays how to
conduct. | appreciate that for many reasons, so many people will not want to or be able to ring a full peal. A quarter
peal is a significant achievement and for some people, one is enough!

We use quarter peals as a tool, it is an opportunity to develop and improve skills and knowledge from bell handling,
to learning and ringing methods. Once someone is confident in their bell handling and have actively shown they can
tenor behind to methods, they have an opportunity to tenor behind to a quarter peal. They may do this a couple of
times, each time is an opportunity to improve bell handling, listening skills and rope sight and it does help.

On a busy practice night, we can not always give individuals more than one opportunity to try the method they are
currently working on (if at all), but by including quarter peals as a development tool, we can ensure that once they
have learnt the method well enough, a quarter peal is arranged for them. The emphasis is always on providing an
opportunity for the individual, if the quarter peal is not scored — it does not matter. A band dedicated to one goal, for
up to one hour does make a huge difference.

Notices

Since our last newsletter we have sadly lost several members and retired ringers through death. We remember the
following who have rung with us in the past:

Peter Newing (past member Eastnor)
David Elliott (Cardington)
Roy Mills (Ledbury)
May they Rest in Peace

Please consider printing out a copy of this newsletter to put in your tower, or to share with ringers who
don’t receive emails

News from Clifford & Kington District

Clifford & Kington District summer practices are continuing — 2nd August sees us at PEMBRIDGE from 7.00 to 7.45pm
then moving on to STAUNTON-ON-ARROW from 8.00 to 9.00pm.

The practice on 6th September will be held at DILWYN from 7.30 to 9.00pm. These practices are open to everyone
and visitors from other districts are welcome to join us for a relaxed evening's ringing.

Many thanks,

Pat
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LEDBURY DISTRICT BELLRINGERS DAY OUT - A FIVE
TOWERS TOUR IN WARWICKSHIRE

Didn’t we have a luvverly time the day we went ......
on a bellringers day out in Warwickshire......

On Saturday 31 st May, 18 bellringers from Ledbury
District visited 5 bell towers in Warwickshire,
interspersed with a pub lunch.

The ringers ranged from a couple of beginners who
started to learn to ring less than 12 months ago
through to some who have rung for most of their
adult life.

As much as the aim of the day was to have fun, meet
up with other bellringers from Ledbury District and
ring bells in a different area, it was also a very useful
learning tool. Ringing on bells you are not used to as
well as ringing alongside people you are not so
familiar with can be quite daunting.

The day was hugely enjoyable, and particular thanks
go to the people who planned the itinerary, booked
the bell towers, booked the pub for lunch and
organised the ringing groups at each tower. Due to a
lot of thought (and spreadsheets !!), everybody was
able to ring at each bell tower.

In addition to all of this, the weather was glorious, so
a lovely day was had by everyone, ringing bells in
some beautiful churches in amongst lovely
countryside.

Ledbury District also organises “Mini Outings” twice a
year, usually at 2 Bell Towers within the district. This
gives the opportunity for ringers to have a practice at
a different tower to their own & meet up with other
ringers in the district.

Hilary Friso
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The following poem was written by Judy Dinnen, a
contemporary of mine at the time we were training for
ordination. We have remained friends and recently
Judy forwarded this poem to me, and | thought that
others in the Guild might enjoy reading it.

Nicky Seabright

Bells

Bells surprise the silence of the day,
call to shut houses,

sing to the waking village,

peal for all who walk the path.

It’s eight o’clock, it’s eleven,
time to come in, you're invited,
for welcome, music, prayer and chat.

The tones speak of memories,
dedicated visitors climbing up to
peal new patterns,

the excitement of weddings,
smiles, hugs, flowers and promises.

The bells:

Are they pleading? Joyful? Forthright?
Are they insolent? Direct? Angry?
Disturbing the reluctant, calling

the unfulfilled, stirring the wonderers.

High in the square tower,
masters of all they survey,
noble, ancient, wise and nearly human.

©Judy Dinnen from Madley 2018

(The poem refers to Madley Church Tower)
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News from Church Stretton District

The district hosted a very successful Learners Session at Clunbury
last Saturday where a group of learners were put through their
paces with a strong band around each of them, and lots of

cake. Thanks to everyone at the Guild and District levels who
supported this event. Pictured are the learners ringing together
at the end of the session.

Saturday 16" August

All Saints, Worthen will host the district Half Annual Meeting and Striking Competition, 2-4pm. For more

information contact ch_str sec@hdgb.org.
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Sadly, the district lost one of its members, David Elliott of Cardington Church who passed away peacefully at
home. David joined the Guild in 2001 and was the long-standing Tower Captain at Cardington for over 10 years.
David also served as Church Stretton District Treasurer from 2011 to 2022. We remember his service to the Guild

with gratitude.

News from Bridgnorth District

Ringing & Skittles

If you plan to attend please let Ginette Pardoe/Darren Swancott
(gstapp@gmail.com/dazswancott@hotmail.com or 07872 956912) know —
this will make it easier to provide the refreshments.

Doubles Practices

Bridgnorth District has monthly Doubles practices alongside the Quarterly
meetings. They are especially appreciated by ringers from towers that
don't have Doubles bands.

Contact Ginette or Darren for more information, or look out for details on
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/HDGBBridgnorthDistrict

News from Hereford District

HD =
(T Ei?\"gers <4
Bridgnorth District
Summer Social

Ringing & Skittles

Sunday 27" July

2pm Ringing at Bridgnorth ~ WV16 4EJ
St. Leonard

3pm Ringing at Bridgnorth ~ WV16 4AL
St. Mary

4.15pm Skittles in Chetton WV16 6UE
Village Hall

There will be a small charge to cover hall hire &
refreshments

Following on from the cleaning and refurbishment work that has already taken place, Peterchurch held a tower open
day on 5™ July and found several people interested in learning to ring. Ringers from surrounding towers are working

well together in the Abbeydore Deanery to promote ringing.

The district Summer Meeting will be held at All Saints Hereford. Ringing 3-4pm followed by a bring your own tea

(finger food to share) and short meeting. Everyone is welcome.


mailto:ch_str_sec@hdgb.org
mailto:gstapp@gmail.com/dazswancott@hotmail.com
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News from Bromyard District

enjoyed a go at ringing tunes on handbells
downstairs in the church and making a noise on
the big bells upstairs.

We may have even got ourselves a new (adult)
learner out of it!

Ringing in Memory of Peter Newing

Bromyard ringers arranged a special quarter peal in memory of Peter
Newing, who so generously donated the two newest bells in the tower back
in 2016, completing the ring of ten bells. The ringers used social media to
invite the town to remember Peter, whose gift enriched the church's sound
and heritage, as the ringers remembered him with gratitude and respect.

News from Leominster District

Leominster district will be hosting the next Guild Learners session at
Tenbury Wells.

Learner and helper places can be booked online through membermojo.

Teachers/Tower Captains, if your learners are unsure about booking a
place at a learner’s session, why not come together, your learners will
have a bit of moral support whilst still getting the benefit of ringing on
different bells with a supportive and experienced band, and meeting new
ringing friends. Places are booked up quickly, so if you miss this session be
sure to look out for the next ones.

Ringers at Leominster have

2642 Prior
Ks 000

church and community life.
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Beavers and 1st Bromyard Rainbows visit to Bromyard St Peters

. On June 4™ we welcomed 24 Beavers and Rainbows to St Peters Bromyard where they

On Saturday, 31 May 2025
Bromyard, Herefordshire
St Peter
Tenor: 7-0-5in C
1260 Plain Bob Minor

1 JoHall

2 Karen Parker
Anthony Ellis
Sue Robinson

5 Nick Cronin
David Parker (C)

Rung in memory of the Revd Dr Peter Newing, through
whose generosity our treble bells were cast.

Jo: fellow ringer at Eastnor; Karen: member of the
band before and after augmentation; Anthony: fellow
member of the Guild of Clerical Ringers; Sue: Tower
Captain and HDGB Ringing Master; Nick: co-funder of
the augmentation project; David: previous tower cap-
tain.

Learners Session
Saturday 9th August

Tenbury Wells

St Mary
2pm - 4pm

WR15 8BP
W3W///rainfall.r»amming.bead

This session is aimed at those who would like support to improve bell handling,
ringing rounds, call changes, Plain Hunt and moving towards Plain Bob. It is also an
opportunity to meet and make friends with ringers from around the Guild.
Numbers are limited. you can book your place through Membermojo: go to
membermojo.co.uk/hdgb to sign in
Click on ~ Your Membership ~ Store Purchase to reserve your FREE place, or email

1 ‘ . D bookings@hdgb.org
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been taking part in the Leominster Priory 900 years celebration, with
three quarter peals, a Norman Churches Open Day, and ‘Rhymes and
Chimes’ with Poet Catherine Swire performing poems about bells and
weaving. Fantastic to see that ringing is an integral, active part in the

Please consider printing out a copy of this newsletter to put in your tower, or to share with ringers who

don’t receive emails
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Ross District News

Huge thanks to all in the Ross district for hosting the AGM, it really was a special day, with a friendly, welcoming
atmosphere and fantastic refreshments.

Towers within the Ross district made a great effort to mark the 80" Anniversary of D-Day, in some towers where it
was not possible to ring full circle the event was still marked by chiming, an excellent way of making sure that bells
are still heard and to introduce new people to the tower.

Ross district will be hosting a Guild Learners Session in the coming months, look out for more details.

Dates for your Diary

19 July Church Stretton Practice, Leintwardine, 6.30pm 9% Aug Guild Learners Session Tenbury Wells

20 July Central Council Zoom Meeting re lesson plans 16" Aug CS half yearly meeting Worthen

27™ July Hereford District Meeting, All Saints 3pm 23" August Hereford District Practice, Grosmont
27% July Ringing & Skittles, Bridgnorth & Chetton 6" Sept, Clifford & Kington practice, Dilwyn 7.30pm
2" Aug C&K practice — Pembridge & Staunton on Arrow 7' Sept Central Council Roadshow, Sheffield

9th -24"" Aug  Quarter Peal Festival 13" Sept Guild Competition Day, Cleobury Mortimer

News from Bellboard & Facebook

We regularly check Bellboard and Facebook to see what has been happening around and about. Here is a round-up
of some of the news and events over the past three months:

e Stoke St Milborough hold a regular Surprise Major practice on Wednesday mornings, all are welcome (Triples
also catered for)

e Aband representing the HDGB entered the Tewkesbury Shield Striking Competition on 3™ May. This was
the first time the Guild had been represented for many years, and the band was placed 7*" overall. Well done
and thank you to all who took part.

e Broseley ringers have been continuing to hold a wide range of events to raise funds for their bell restoration
project.

e Congratulations to Andrew Burdett on ringing his first quarter peal.

e Very useful information was published on Facebook that Whitney Sawmills welcome bellringers, and are a
source of Ash for stays.

e Many towers and districts have been enjoying outings with Ledbury District, Hereford District and Wellington
tower all posting photos and reports on their days out in some fabulous weather.

e Ringing was recorded on Bellboard to celebrate births and birthdays; to remember friends and loved ones
who have died; to mark the celebration of the 80" Anniversary of VE Day; as well as other occasions such as
the ordination of Susannah Peppiatt and Get Well and Wedding Anniversary wishes to friends.

e Sarah King rang her first peal before setting off on an adventure to New Zealand — keep on ringing!

e A new method was rung at Much Wenlock for the first time - St Milburga of Wenlock Surprise Major.

e A peal was rung at Dilwyn to mark the 50" Anniversary of the rehanging of the bells

e Successful learner’s sessions were held at Eaton Bishop and Burghill.

10
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Update from the Hereford Diocesan Guild of Bellringers Bell Restoration Fund

After a difficult period due to illness and bereavement, the BRF has recently changed some personnel in key roles,
the new contacts are —

e Chairman - Rick Shallcross at rickshallcross@btinternet.com - M 07850 161624
e Hon.Sec- Ginette Pardoe at gstapp@gmail.com

e Hon.Tres - Richard Clements at richclements@btinternet.com

e 600 Club - Mark Pugh at markrhi2008 @yahoo.co.uk

Ashley's 2025 Outing to Cambridge

Following our February 2025 visit to the West Cork Ringing Festival, our merry band of Hereford Guild friends headed
to Cambridge for a two-day bout of binge ringing on 4th & 5th July 2025. The outing was organised by Ashley to
coincide with the thirtieth anniversary celebration of his matriculation at St John’s College, Cambridge.

Friday’s fun consisted of eight tower grabs in the Ely District of the Ely Diocesan Association. In the morning, we
worked our way north-eastwards from Bottisham (6), via Swaffham Bulbeck (8) and on to Swaffham Prior (6),
receiving a warm welcome at each tower and finding excellent bells at all three. Various special methods had been
chosen in advance for the outing, so everyone was ready to throw themselves into the ringing without hesitation. At
Swaffham Prior, we rang a

course of Bourne Surprise |

Minor for the 46th birthday
of Ashley’s brother, Julian,
who was born on the 4th of
July - get it?! Swaffham
Prior is a unique place in
that there are two churches
side by side: St Mary’s
being used for regular
worship; and St Cyriac and
St Julitta’s, which is
redundant but houses six 3 g :
bells notable for their amazingly resonant hum.

The morning session was followed by a great buffet lunch at The Five Bells in Burwell, the pub being named prior to
the tower becoming an eight in 1955. The afternoon began with ringing at Burwell (8) which was conveniently and -
predictably - right there next to the pub. St Mary BV at Burwell is a particularly beautiful church whose size and
grandeur reminds the visitor of East Anglia’s wealth in the Middle Ages. We enjoyed ringing the easy-going bells,
although they did sound rather quiet compared to those rung during the morning. Next was Soham (10), whose bells
have been rarely rung in recent years, sadly, due to the lack of a local band. They are not easy to handle and rather
out of tune, so the limited allure is understandable. It is, nonetheless, another magnificent huge church in the East
Anglian style, and we enjoyed the challenge of ringing some Caters and Royal here. We then had a great time at
Fordham (8) with its quirky decor and lovely clear ring. These bells are well loved and visitors are guaranteed a very
warm welcome. We finished the day at Exning (6) and Newmarket St Mary (6), heavy sixes both lending themselves
to some slow and steady method ringing. Newmarket is apparently the world’s heaviest ground-floor ring of six -
thanks to Neal Dodge for the info! - but even with the relatively long draught, they were perfectly ringable and
sounded magnificent from outside.

We closed out the day with the compulsory trip to the nearest Wetherspoons. (It turned out that, having been to it
before, this was not one that Adam C needed to grab, but fortunately it wasn’t a deal-breaker and so the evening was
closed out with some nice cheap pints and quality cuisine...)
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Guild News 5

Bell

Ringers
The following morning, we convened bright and early for 10am ringing at St Andrew the Great in Cambridge (8), the
first of our city towers. These bells really impressed us with their swift, easy handling and crisp clear sound. Given
that the ringing room doubles as a student common room complete with sofas and coffee tables, we had thought
they might be somewhat unloved. Not so - they are clearly very well maintained and they were our favourite bells of
the weekend by common consensus. Then it was on to the much heavier bells of Cambridge’s main Roman Catholic
church, Our Lady of the English Martyrs (8). This is a truly majestic ring of bells which can be heard across the city.
Ringing Surprise Major here was a totally different kettle of fish to St Andrews, where the bells seemed to do most of
the work for you. At OLEM, slow and steady was the order of the day, and to our collective relief, we soon adapted to
the more sedate pace to produce some really good ringing which hopefully fell on happy ears far and wide.

Free time for lunch was followed by the
final three towers of the outing. St
Edward King & Martyr (6) came first. A
quirk of the 4 here gives it a strange
two-notes effect when struck, making it
seem that you are crashing with
yourself(!), but otherwise they were
easy enough to ring, and we used them
to mark the day for St John’s College
alumni with a 120 of St John Evangelist
Doubles (Eynesbury with Reverse
Canterbury Bobs). Then at 3pm came the climax of the special ringing with a 1320 of St John’s College Delight Minor
with 2nd place bobs at St Clement (6). This church is positioned right opposite St John’s College on Bridge Street and,
given that the church has only had its bells for four years, this was - we believe - the first time that this method has
been rung on tower bells within earshot of its Cambridge namesake. Alumni attending the reunion dinner at
Cambridge’s St John’s College that evening had been tipped the wink to listen in if passing through town at the right
time, and so it was that our performance marked the opening of their anniversary festivities. Following the successful
QP, time remained for others in the group to ring the bells for a quick grab and everyone loved the handling and tone
of this sparkling new Matthew Higby/Allanconi installation.

Last but not least came St Bene't (6), the city’s oldest church, which is nestled amongst the university colleges south
of the market square. We had been given permission for a quarter peal here, heat and ringers’ fatigue permitting,
and six of the crew were up for the challenge. Nine methods and twenty-six variations of Doubles were the order of
the day at this tricky-ish ground floor ring, and as if that didn’t require enough of an effort of concentration, the band
were joined by a steady flow of tourist spectators lured in by the melodious sound of 1260 Mixed Doubles... or
maybe mainly as a means of escape from a coincidental brief spell of rain... Nonetheless, the quarter peal was scored
in style and so it was off to The Granta pub on the banks of the river Cam for our post-ringing drinks, ahead of food,
more drinks and... you get the picture.

Overall, we were delighted to have been made so welcome everywhere, and special thanks go to those local tower
captains and other ringers who joined us. We were also all a bit taken aback by how well the outing had gone, with
no lock-outs, timing hiccups, satnav fails, missing items, angry tinnitus sufferers or lost quarters. Whether or not this
luck can be repeated remains to be seen, but we are already thinking ahead to more adventures next summer. Oh,
and | did manage to get plenty more photos of weird and wonderful ringing room carpets, sallies and vacuum
cleaners, so get on over to Facebook to browse at leisure... Ashley Smith Stoke St Milborough

Please send any feedback on this newsletter to news@hdgb.org. We’d also appreciate submission of any news,
information or articles for the Autum edition. Fran Watkins
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